FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Galveston Children's Museum Begins Its
Next Chapter at Moody Gardens

Two-Year Residency Will Launch a Reimagined Museum Experience
Inspired by Galveston and the Gulf Coast

GALVESTON, Texas — The Galveston Children's Museum today announced it will begin an
exciting new chapter with a two-year residency at the Discovery Museum within Moody Gardens
beginning in November 2026. The residency, continuing through January 7, 2029, will allow the
Museum to reimagine the visitor experience while expanding hands-on learning opportunities for
children and families throughout the Gulf Coast.

Since opening in 2014, the Galveston Children's Museum has grown into a regional destination
for play-based learning, serving thousands of children and families each year through interactive
exhibits, camps, field trips, homeschool programs, special events, and community partnerships.

As it enters this new chapter, the Museum is creating exhibits inspired by Galveston's coastal
heritage, maritime history, arts community, and spirit of innovation. Working alongside local
artists, makers, educators, and community partners, the Museum will develop immersive
experiences that celebrate the Island's character while encouraging children to explore, create,
and discover.

The Museum also recognizes the Mary Moody Northen Endowment and the Moody Mansion,
which has been its home since 2014. The Mansion served as the Museum's first home during
more than a decade of growth and community engagement.

"This is much more than a new location," said Zahrah M. Ektefaei, Executive Director of the
Galveston Children's Museum. "We're entering our next chapter. This residency gives us the
opportunity to create something that reflects the creativity, history, and spirit of Galveston while
expanding our impact across the Gulf Coast. We want every child to leave inspired by what they
discover and by the community that made it possible."

Designed specifically for the Discovery Museum, the new experience will build on the exhibits
families know and love while introducing expanded STEM experiences, interactive exhibits,
imaginative play, and maker activities. The residency also creates new opportunities to
collaborate with schools, cultural organizations, local businesses, and community partners while
complementing the educational experiences available throughout the Moody Gardens campus.



"Education has always been at the heart of Moody Gardens' mission, and we're pleased to
welcome the Galveston Children's Museum to the Discovery Museum," said John Zendt,
president and CEO of Moody Gardens. "Their hands-on approach to learning complements the
educational experiences offered throughout our property while creating new opportunities for
children and families to explore, discover and play together. We look forward to working together
with the museum as it begins this exciting next chapter.”

As planning continues, the Galveston Children's Museum is inviting the community to help
shape its future. Artists, makers, educators, engineers, fabricators, businesses, volunteers, and
philanthropic partners are encouraged to participate through exhibit design, sponsorships,
in-kind support, volunteer opportunities, and creative collaborations.

"The Galveston Children's Museum has always been built by the community," Ektefaei said.
"Every exhibit, every program, and every milestone has been possible because people believed
in the power of learning through play. As we begin this next chapter, we're inviting our
community to help us create a children's museum that could only exist in Galveston."

Additional information about memberships, sponsorship opportunities, exhibit development,
volunteer opportunities, and opening celebrations will be announced in the coming months.

To learn more or become involved, visit www.galvestoncm.org or follow the Galveston
Children's Museum on social media.

About the Galveston Children's Museum

The Galveston Children's Museum is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated
to inspiring curiosity, creativity, and learning through play. Through interactive exhibits,
educational programs, camps, field trips, and community partnerships, the Museum serves
children and families throughout Galveston County and the Gulf Coast.
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